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I thought I would update you all on a few things. 
 
Upcoming Sundays 
You can see in the table of worship services elsewhere in the magazine 
what is happening up until the end of June.   I have found it refreshing and 
challenging going through the book of Revelation in our morning services.  
It has proved (why would be surprised!) of striking relevance to our current 
situation and very effective in correcting our spiritual perspective.   I trust 
you are finding that to be the case too.   After the seven seals, we will 
return in June to the Book of Acts with a view to re-engaging with 
Revelation later on.   We continue in 1 Corinthians at our monthly Sunday 
evening café style services in Teviot.    Note the main communion services 
on Sunday 29th May and the Roberton communion service on Sunday 19th 
June.   We also have the Kirking of the Cornet at St Mary’s on 5th June.       
 
Ministry student 
I have been asked by the Church of Scotland to take a second year 
ministry student from September 2022 to May 2023.    Her name is Sarah 
Cook and she is based in St Boswell’s, undertaking her theology degree 
by distance learning with the Highland Theological College.   Her 
placement with us will be part time alongside her studies.   She was very 
positive when we met and as I explained all the different aspects of church 
life for her to get involved in.    There will be more to report in coming 
months when the detailed arrangements are put in place.  Meantime, 
please pray for Sarah and this exciting development.    
 
Presbytery Plan 
The next key stage of this process is that two representatives of 
Presbytery will be meeting with our Kirk Session in June to discuss the 
draft plan as it affects our congregation.   The draft plan will be circulated 
to elders ahead of that meeting.    Please pray for this and the planning 
process as a whole which will have such a massive impact on the life of 
all Church of Scotland congregations.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New kitchen 
Our halls in Buccleuch Street are getting a new kitchen!  This is good 
news.   It will help significantly with catering in general in the halls and it 
means that the popular monthly Lunches@SMOP will return on Friday 
27th May from 12-1pm.   You can find out more about the kitchen and the 
lunches elsewhere in the magazine.   
 
Your friend and minister 

 
 
 
Communion 
 
Communion will be celebrated in St Mary’s & Old on 
Sunday 29th May at 6pm.   
 
In Teviot Church the service will at 11.15am on 
Sunday 29th March.  
This service will be recorded and live streamed.   
 
Both will be United Services. 
 
The church offers areas of seating with no social distancing and areas 
with. Masks are now optional.  The Communion elements will not be 
distributed by Elders but uplifted by individuals on entry to the Church. 

 
 
 
St Mary’s & Old Parish Church – Parish Register 
 
Deaths 
Doreen Peacock         
Robert McAllan           
Joyce Lunn                 
Ella Stewart                
Letta Dalgleish            
 
 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life” 
(John 11:25) 

05.02.22 
10.02.22 
04.04.22 
14.04.22 
03.05.22 



Finance update 

The final accounts for the year to 31 December 2021 showed an excess 
of Receipts over Payments of £2822. Income continued to suffer due to 
disruption caused by Covid-19 – but not as badly as it could have 
suffered due to members paying by cheque or taking out standing orders 
instead of by weekly freewill offering envelopes. Also, we held an appeal 
under the National Giving Day scheme to raise funds to put hot water 
into the hall and improve the hall kitchen to make it compliant with food 
hygiene regulations. By 31 December last year the amount collected 
was £3001 and this has been added to since 1 January of this year.  

On expenditure ministries and mission payments were down as a result 
of a reduced levy by the Church of Scotland requiring less last year and 
heat and light were much reduced due to closure of the buildings for 
large parts of the year. 

Coming back to the present, offerings are up on the same period last 
year, but I would urge all of you to consider your contributions to the 
Church. For instance, you may wish to review the level of your standing 
order if you have not done so for a year or two (cost inflation continues 
as you all know!) or consider the level of your giving by other ways like 
freewill offerings or cheque. You can do this at any time. 

Recently the church received £500 from a person now living in Australia. 
Also, we have just received a legacy from the estate of the late Robert 
McAllan of £1000. Both of these amounts will be put towards the cost of 
the hall improvements referred to above. 

James Peat, Treasurer, 5th May 2022 

 

 

 
Holiday Club 

Monday 8th – Friday 12th August 2022 
There will be a meeting on Tues 24th May 7-8pm in Teviot lounge for all 
those able to help – in any way – with the Holiday Club. If you can help but 
can’t make the meeting, please let me know.                            

Sheila Cook 

 
 



From the Kirk Session: 

Your Kirk Session and Congregational Board 
have continued to meet and have now had their 
first meeting in person since the Covid-19 
pandemic began.  Here is some of our news: 

• Representatives from the Presbytery Business Committee will 
meet with the Kirk Session in June to discuss and look at the draft 
Presbytery Plan.  This plan will detail what will be happening with 
the churches in the Hawick area.   
 

• Covid restrictions in church have eased.  Masks are now optional 
along with hand sanitiser use, we are singing once again and 
seating is no longer socially distant, there is however an area in 
church which does offer socially distant seating if required.    
 

• The Kirking of the Cornet will take place in St Mary’s & Old on 
Sunday 5th June at 11am.  United summer services will be held in 
St Mary’s & Old on Sundays 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th July and then in 
Teviot on Sundays 31st July 7th, 14th and 21st August.  These 
services will take place at 10.30am.                                            
The South Parish Grouping Summer Service will be held in the 
Volunteer Park on Sunday 28th August.  
 

• The installation of the new kitchen in our Buccleuch Halls is nearly 
complete and Lunches@SMOP will once again be able to take 
place from the end of May.   

 
• We are hopeful that at Communion in September we may be able 

to move away from the present system of serving communion that 
we have used throughout Covid and return to our more usual 
serving routine.  This will of course only happen if Church of 
Scotland guidance allows.   

Gael Nuttall & Carol Peat, Joint Session Clerks 

Before After  



The Guild at St Mary’s & Old Parish 

Finished now for the summer, the Guild enjoyed 
a postponed Christmas Meal at Hawick Rugby 
Football Clubrooms at the beginning of May. 

At the Annual Business Meeting and President’s 
Tea Party, the committee was re-elected and Helen McClure came on 
board.  She and I, together with Eleanor Beattie, Isabel Domingo, Sheila 
McLaren, Janice Nuttall and Janice Sutherland shall meet shortly to 
arrange a syllabus for next season 2022-23, starting in September.  
Please let us know if you have any ideas for speakers! 

As always, we would welcome any lady or gentleman from the 
congregation to our afternoon meetings and they are welcome to bring 
along a friend or indeed friends! 

Carol Peat, Guild Convener 

Craft Class 

                                               

The Craft Class continue to meet in 3 Loan on a Monday afternoon from 
2pm-4pm. Current projects include latch hook cushions, knitting baby 
sets, teddy bears for Ukraine and premature baby hats and mitts for 
special care baby units. 

The group were pleased to donate £1000 towards the new kitchen in the 
church hall. Due to Covid our planned sale of work in December was 
cancelled and so we hope to be able to have a coffee morning/sale of 
work later in the year. 

We would welcome anyone who is interested in crafts to come along 
and give it a try. Contact Sheila Purdie on 376273 
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There have been four Megamix gatherings since the last newsletter! 
On Wed 16th Feb, 10-3pm, we had 28 children at Megamix. Jo told us the 
story about the paralyzed man whose friends brought him to Jesus to be 
healed. Jesus not only made the man’s legs work but he also forgave the 
man’s sins – something that shocked everyone there! Who was this man? 
Most of our crafts this time tied in with the story so that the children were able 
to retell it to their families when they got home. Please continue to pray for 
our Megamix children and their families. None attend church regularly. We 
long to see our churches full of whole families worshipping God together. 
 

We had a Mini-Megamix on Fri 25th March from 4-6pm. Our numbers were 
way down due to a clash with some other events but those who attended 
enjoyed all the activities and it was a chance to interact a bit more with the 
children. Our ‘Thought for the Day’ was about prayer. We all love talking – to 
our friends, families, neighbours, pets and even ourselves……but do we talk 

to God? ‘Douglas’, in our DVD 
explained to us that although God 
already knows everything, he 
wants us to talk to him – he loves 
us and made us to have a 
relationship with him.  

 

Our Mini-Megamix Easter Special was held on Good Friday, 10am – 12 noon 
and was attended by 16 children. We enjoyed various ‘egg’ themed games 
including an Easter egg hunt in the Church! The ‘Thought for the Day’ was 
split into a ‘Good Friday’ focus and an ‘Easter Sunday’ focus with a DVD, quiz 
and craft for each. Give thanks that these children heard the true Easter story 
discovering that Jesus’ death and resurrection is indeed Good News!  
 

On in-service day, Tues 3 May, we had our last Megamix before the summer. 
We had 23 children from 9am – 3pm and had a great day of games, crafts, 
challenges and fun together!  Can you guess the theme for our ‘Thought for 
the Day’ from some of the crafts below?’     
       

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Jo told us about how Peter denied Jesus 3 times and then, after meeting with 

the risen Lord on the beach, was forgiven and given a special 
job to do to teach and care for Jesus’ followers once he was 
gone. We rounded off the afternoon with a ‘Great British 
Biscuit-Off’! We hope that these and the other crafts will 
remind the children of the Bible story and as they show them 
to their folks at home, maybe their parents too may hear 
something of God’s love and forgiveness. 
 

It has been good to meet again with the children after the enforced 2-year 
break. We have contact with over 45 families – some, sadly haven’t 
reconnected but there have also been some new faces. Please pray for a 
good response to Holiday Club invitations which will go out next month. 
                                                                                                 Sheila Cook   
 

Lunch @ SMOP 
 

 
We are looking forward to relaunching  

Lunch @ SMOP 
on  

Friday 27th May, 12-1pm  
at 

St Mary’s & Old Parish Church Hall 
This will be a soup and sandwich lunch with 

tea/coffee & goodies to follow  
It is a great opportunity to come together 

and enjoy each other’s company - and also sample some delicious 
homemade soup!  It would be lovely to see you there. Come on your own and 
enjoy some company or bring others along to enjoy time together. All are 
welcome – not just members of the church. Transport can possibly be 
arranged if required. As usual, there will be a bowl for donations to cover the 
cost of the lunch. 
 
We are rebuilding the team after our 2-year break and could do with more 
helpers (from SMOP or Teviot). This wouldn’t need to be every month - 
hopefully we will have enough folk to work out a rota. We need people to help 
on the day to make soup and sandwiches, set tables, serve, do dishes and 
also people who could do some baking at home.  
If you would like to be involved in any way, please speak to Sheila Cook as 
soon as possible. 
 
For your diary: Lunch @ SMOP 
Friday 27th May, 12-1pm: Soup & Sandwich Lunch 
Friday 24th June, 12-1pm: Soup & Sweet Lunch 
 
 



Property 

A Quinquennial Survey Inspection was carried out and all urgent 
recommendations have been actioned. 

The Asset Management Building Audit (AMBA) was conducted by James 
Smith, Jedburgh Presbytery’s Fabric & Glebes Convener, on 24th March.  
This is a process of collecting information on all church and hall buildings of 
the Church of Scotland.  It is to allow the General Trustees to gather 
information on all property and contribute to the Presbytery Planning 
process. 

The Loan : A roof repair was necessary due to storm damage. 

The Halls : Installation of the new kitchen is progressing well along with the 
new hot water system.  Unfortunately, woodworm has been detected at the 
stage area in the large hall.  This has been treated. 

Hall Lets 

Anyone wishing to enquire about the hire of our buildings please contact 
June McCredie in the first instance. 

J McCredie, May 2022 
 
Junior Church 

 
 

Junior church meets at 11.15am in church then walks to 3 Loan for their 
own activities. Themes since February have included Lent - the children 
enjoyed making pancakes and looking at the Easter story. Sessions are 
active and usually include a game, story or drama, craft activity and a song. 
Crafts have included ceramic tiles for Mother’s Day and designing Easter 
bonnets. We have played Easter bingo, had an Easter Egg Hunt, decorated 
plant pots and did some planting. 

In May we will be learning more about Jesus’ disciples starting with Peter’s 
story. 

Children from 3 years are welcome to come along. Contact Anne 
Carruthers on 376077 

https://www.pngall.com/children-png/download/24546
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Singalong Group 

Still game to sing along to any music I 
play with the words on the screen, this 
group continue to meet twice a month. 

It is totally informal – open to anyone in 
the town who enjoys singing 

• Hymns 
• Scottish Songs 
• Songs from the Shows 
• Hits (from the sixties! Nothing too modern!!) 
• Folk songs 
• And a whole lot more! 

We meet on the first and third Fridays of the month in the Small Hall.   

June 3rd & 17th, July 1st & 15th, Aug 5th & 19th and 2nd Sept. 

Come along and singalong.  Bring a friend …or two. 

Carol Peat 

Scripture Union holidays 

Last month one of our Megamixer’s Matthew (in the blue jacket) went to 
the Scripture Union Borders Primary Weekend at Scoughall near North 
Berwick. He was the only one from Hawick, but he soon made new 
friends and reported that he had an AMAZING time! There are Scripture 
Union Holidays running right through the summer holidays for young 
people in P5 -S6. Check out the website to see what’s available.         



Who to contact at SMOP: 

  Telephone 
Minister Rev Alistair Cook 378175 
Joint Session Clerk Mrs Gael Nuttall 376277 
Joint Session Clerk & Roll Keeper Mrs Carol Peat 374741 
Clerk to the Congregational Board Mrs Fionna Johnstone 375419 
Treasurer Mr Jim Peat 374741 
Property & Hall Lets’ Convener Mrs June McCredie 375432 
Gift Aid Convener Mrs Anne Oliver                                     370296 
Freewill Offering Convener  Mr Helen Scott 374063 
Guild Convener Mrs Carol Peat 374741 
Flower Secretary Mrs Eleanor Beattie 376809 
Cradle Roll Secretary Mrs Margaret Ramage 375762 
Junior Church Leader Miss Anne Carruthers 376077 
Girls’ Brigade Captain Mrs Angela Blaikie 378255 
Boys’ Brigade Captain Mr Rory Campbell 377602 
Wyalusing Link Convener Mr Rob Mitchell 372499 
Quarterly Newsletter Editor Mrs Gael Nuttall     376277 
Safeguarding Coordinator Mrs Helen Drummond 372664 
Health & Safety Administrator Mrs Marjory Sinclair 375295 
 

Church Website http://www.smop-tero.org.uk 
Church Facebook Page 
 
 
 
 

@SMOPTERO 
(Under the name St Mary’s & Old 
Parish Church linked with Teviot & 
Roberton Parish Church) 
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